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N Lord, | 
HE great Zeal and A plication with ack your Lord- 


ſhip has, attended all thy, farts of: yu 27 ee, ſince 


you came into it, have given great to the þ —_ | 
Endeavours, bemſelves in the ſuppreſſion of - | 
Vice 4 and Nd ue nl publick Pint rt | 
I preſs the Duty of Magiſtrates in this Sermon, with more chear- 
fulne/s57a5 believing, it not ſo much an Exhortation to your 
Lordſhip, as an probation of what you and your Predeceſſors 
bad before praftiſed : 1 perſuade my ſelf that God will bleſs you 
with Succeſs i in the Methods - you have begun; and that your 
Lordſhip” s Brethren and Afi ſtants will heartily concur with you 
in proſecuting the ſame. I am a Witneſs of their good Incli- 


auctions, and do hope that the Earneſtneſs with which your Lord- 
ſhip and they deſire to ſee this Sermon in Print, is an Indica- 

tian that you unayimouſly prove the deſign of i it, and a Pledge 

A 2 | that 


I be Dedication. 
that. you. vill purſue it. I did obſerve that it was beard with 
Attention, and J can aſcribe it to no other Canſe,but the Auditory' 
being preingaged in favour of 0 F the Subject handled in it. 

T put it into youtLordſhip's hands and theirs, as a mark of the 
ſincere Affection 1 bear = City-and Perſons. And I beſtech 
God to make us all zealous for his Glory in our ſeveral Stations, 
and to enable us to make uſe of the Opportunities and Power with 
which his Providence hat entruſted” 1, to the rooting out of, 
every evil Work, and to the Enconragement of true "Holineſs, 


in which 2 may ſo ure you faves 7 the var Concurrence of, 
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Br Sen bücher 1 an an evil ert u is not executed ſpeedily 
e 1 e 15 fed 85 * logs Mew i is s fuly fe} in them 
to do Evil. 


Olomon 1 this Book * into i the Buſineſs, 
Concerns, ; and 1 of Men. And ſhews them all 
tobe Vain and Inſignificant, except the. Fear of GOD 

and the Duties of Religi ion. He fle s us, that thoſe 


| on] can lead us N theo a Life imbittered with ſo ma- 


Fr b i the 1 hy 72 2 
our Language, to expreſs 0285 52 Senſe more ae 3 but the ! = 
it wr Hey 1 this is the whole of Man. That is, not onl his whole 


Dag, ewiſe his whole Baſineſs, his whole Comfort, Concers 
and.. : The Author paſſes thro every ſtate of Men, every At- 


fair an e they have in this Life, and ſhews them to 
inſufficient, without Religion, to yield us 1 5 Satisfaction — Se- 
curity we deſire and ſeck; and that when we have done all, we 


* Bo 1 ow MICS. * Conclu- 


fter many particul from 
ſion, Th e in this . the eſſects of Government in 
this World; under Which are comprehended the Influence of 
GOD's. Providence over Men, as well as of the Magiſtrates 


Power. oe ſame things in the. Chapter, ſeem. tap WE: 


of thefe, ſome to the other, and ſome to both. 


As to GOD's method of Governing the World,he ſhews, that we 


are not able fully to comprehend it, and tho we know that final- 


ly, according to the 12th Verſe, ir ſball be well with them that feer 


GOD, — Ba it ſhall ; not be well with the Wicked ; Yet the Tra nf. 


actions 
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actions and Occurrences of this Life are ſo mixed and obſcured, 
that often the Reaſons of them do not appear, and Good and Evil 
ſeem to happen alike to all, and therefore he that looks no farther 


(han rs reſent Wald, may he at a loſs N. e Becca 
ent for TEE, ent fr according to 

iy Wert, af or Doe Bd ade Seele ehen 
ſoeedily 9 50 an 1— Work, he may be ee wie lis Heart 


Jab 08 Evil. * 
III. nd as, to t Hoe Mins, cho che ey are deſigh 
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are boric nt'to' anſwer that nd. 

proceeds to che proof of this, (left We ſhowinagine 


115 art 172 Ge uſeleſs) he gives us 4 ftriQt charge 


to een hem! Verſe 2. ſel thee 76 Let the, urs. 
 yhdwint, KM That” N regard of Fe GGR. > 6585 1 
the Word of a Ming 1s, there is Power, 0 may ſay unto him, What 
dot rhon When he has Thus aſſerted! the 690 nee de to Go- 
vernqts, he tlmn ſhews that notwithft e een 5 thor poet Oer 
VN ieffe dal to ſecure us in the Pacher g f* or 

the exotbitanciesof Vice. 
For, Firi, They have no Power over this Minds or Solis of 
Wen, which ebe hne cipal and prime Subjects of all out ions. 
80 Verſe$th, There it ub May that ha, Power over the, Vit, i 
ver lin the Spirit. So that this is exempted from the Power'o 
and tho" they can kill the Body, yet they can't h ttt the Spir ro 80 
IV. Secondly, Even as to. the Polly, their Power” over that is 
not ſo 58 at as m Be, e imag ined. 19 '$th, weither hath” he Power 
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VII. In the proſecution of my preſent Subject, Lill confine 
my ſelf to that part which concerns earthly Governors; and will 


endeavour firſt toſhew you, that it is their baſins and ary effectu- 


ally, Jpeedily and diligently to puniſh Sins. 


Secondly, That ane great reaſon, why w tehedueſe Wounds, 15 the 8 


rates ſuffering it to go unduniſbed. 
7 Thirdly. ea Laden r 100 di cover the Obfecles that a 


the ** puniſbment of Crimes by the Magiſtrates, 4⁴ ro He by 


VIII. As to che rſt of rheſe (nam + The is t the pes of 
Magiſtrates Hain diligently « ). *Tis « 
thing ſo obvious.init ſelf, that I ſuppoſe t fc. fob 

guments to prove it; Iran 75 iſtrate ſhouſd be ae 
he thou ught this his Buſineſs, o believe that he would h 
acknowledge that it is. And 3 the arguments to be uſed 


1 


a man that a thing? is his Duty, yet that is not ſufficient to perſwade 
him to do it; for as we do many things that we ought not to do, 
tho? we know the obligation; ſo we omit mam more, that we 

very well know and are appriz'd to be incumbent on us. Our paſ- 
fions, our humours, our laſineſs, our friends, and other motives 


divert our Thoughts, and occaſioh us as well to omit the Go 


we 0 aght to do, as to do the Evil we ought not: And there -d 
this difference between theſe'two,” that we much more eaſily 


don our ſelves for a Sin of meer omiſſion, than for a crime o Wnt 


miſſion, and we expect a much greater indulgence from God, and 


find a greater from the world, in :caſes where we only mec 
this 


our duty, than where we tranſſ 5 by a poſitive act; 


I take to be one reaſon, Pare it is neceflary to ſtir perſons i in- 


truſted with power, with all poſſible ap 


pplication and to uſe all ar- 
guments that may prevail with them to 


to beſeech and preſs them with all the induſtry and eagerneſs, with 
all theart and management, whereof we are maſters, to apply to 


their affections, to revive, if poſſible, their ſenſe of the obligations 
* put them in mind, whatiris they 


e owe 


8 


| , ought rather to reſpect his Will and Affections than 
his Underſtanding, We find by experience, that tho we convince 


active in their reſpective 
Offices. On this account it is requiſite to intreat and exhort them, 


| deen a ar 5 
owe to God, totheirCountrey, and to the Society and Community 
that employ them; to make them remember that the Intereſt of 
Virtue and Holineſs, the temporal and eternal Welfare, not only 
of themſelves, but of thoſe committd to their charge, of the pre- 
ſent and ſucceeding generations are at ſtake, and that they are an- 
ſwerable to the publick, if through their negligence any of theſe 
IX. And Secondly, This ſeems the more neceſſary, becauſe the 
deference and reſpect, that is due to men in Authority, very oft 
hinder them from the advantage of ſo frequent monitions and re- 
proofs, as men in other ſtations and buſineſs meet with. The Scrip: 
ture gives us a hint of this, Job 34. 18. Is it fit to ſay to a Ning, tho art 
wicked, and to Princes ye are-unzodly? and in the 4th. verſe of the 
Chapter, out of which I have taken my Text, And who may ſay 
unto him What doit thou? To reprovea Magiſtrate, or to adviſe 
him, requires a dexterity and prudence; that few are Maſters of, | 
and thoſe, that undertake it, muſt obſerve the rules of decency, © 
and watch ſuch opportunities and circumſtances of time and place 
as do not frequently occur; and which is worſt of all, thoſe per- 
ſons that have ſuch opportunities, are often. intereſted, the other 
way, and inſtead of thinking themſelves obliged to admoniſh a neg. 
ligent Ruler, find their account in indulging him in his Remiſ- 
neſs, and in covering from him the Obligations that lye on him. 
X. As to publick Admcnitions, they muſt only be general, 
and as the World now ſtands affected, it is convenient that the 
Perſons'who undertake this Task, ſhould be of ſome Figure and 
Reputation. If a young Man come into the Pulpit, and attempt 
to tell the Magiſtrate lis Duty, or 'exhort him with earneſtneſs 
to it, tho? the Preacher perform his Office with, modeſty and de- 
ference to Authority, and ſay no more than Reaſon and Scri- 
pture warrant, yet ſuch is the Nature of Man, that by reaſon of 
his Youth, and the want of external Advantages, that give weight 
to Mens Words, and credit to their Perſons, he, is Often heard 
with prejudice, and his well meant Performance, has not all that 
Effect or kind Reception that it may yultly deſer ve. 
XI. Iam very ſenſible how neceflary theſe Conſiderations make 
it, that proper Perſons in proper Circumſtances ſhould put to their. 
| „ N helpin, 


©.” 
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6 The Miſchief rf del ying Sentence 
helping Hands, and that they ſhould remember, that as the Ma- 
giſtrates are to anſwer for their own 3 ſo the Miniſters, 
(whoſe Office and Place it is to put thoſe Magiſtrates in mind of 
their Duty,) are accountable for all the Miſchief, that happens 
from the remiſneſs or corruption of Governours: If they neglect 
the proper Methods to ſtir them up, or to warn them of wliat 
they owe to God and their Country. They are conſtituted Watch- ; 
men to this very purpoſe, as we may fee from Exet. 3. 17. Son of 
Man, I have made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of Iſrael ; therefore 
hear the words of my Mouth, and give them warning from me. Verſ. 18. 
When IT ſay to the Wicked thou ſhalt ſarely die; and thou giveſt him not 
warning, nor ſpeakeft to warn the Wicked from kis wicked way to ſave 
his Life; the ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, but his 
Blood will T require at thine Hand. If you read on, you will finda 
great deal more to the ſame purpoſe. This Obligation therefore 
reaches all the Miniſters of GOD's Word, but more eſpecially 
thoſe, whoſe Circumſtances and Age give their Words weight, 
and who are like to perform that Office with beſt advantage to 
the hearers. Fu CN. 1 

XII. Now inaſmuch as there is not any one thing wherein Ma- 
giſtrates ſeem more deſective than in Zeal and Diligence to puniſh 
and ſuppreſs Vice: Let me intreat you to conſider, 

Firſt. That this is the very End and Deſign for which Magi- 
ſtracy is appointed, this we learn from St. Paal, Rom. 13. 3. to 
. Ralers are not 4 terror to good Works, but to the evil. Va 4. 7 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the Sword in 
vain, for he is the Miniſter of GOD, a revenger to execute Wrath upon 
him that doth evil. Verſ. 6. For they are GOD's Miniſters attending 
continually upon this very thing. To put therefore a ſtop to Wickedneſs, 
to execute fuſtice on Sinners, is the very deſign or principal End 
of Rulers. The wy e therefore that fails in that, fails in all, 
he is like Salt that loſes its Savour, good for nothing, but to be 
caſt out. If then he would but conſider, what is his Buſineſs, 
Why he is attended with Enſigns of Honour and Officers, Why 
Precedency and Reſpect are given to him, Why he is cloathed in 
Scarlet and Gold, and is received by all with Reverence and Sub- 
miſſion, why he is allowed a plentiful Maintenance and ee 

| | | | With 


againſt an evil Work. 
with a double Portion of Riches, he will find that all theſe things 
are not deſigned for his Perſon, as he is a meer Man, but as he 7 
a Miniſter of Juſtice, from-whom the Duty belonging to ſuch is 
expected. And what is that ? Why to drive away the Wicked, 
to protect the Good, and execute the Vengeance of GOD on the 
Impious. He is GOD's Miniſter to this purpoſe, he is cloathed 
with GOD's Authority, and is his Subſtitute : And judge with 
our ſelves, what anſwer he will make to his Maſter, if he fail to 


| Perform the Work, that GOD has impoſed on him. If Impi- 
| ety and Profaneneſs, if Irreligion and Blaſphemy go from under 


his Hand with Impunity, how will he excuſe himſelf. when he 
comes to give an account of his Commiſſion ? He may be neg- 
gent and let theſe Crimes eſcape, to the gift diſhonour of his 


Lord, and the deſtruction of the publick Welfare: But let him 


aſſure himſelf that GOD will not neglect to puniſn him: He will 
call him to a ſtrict Examination, where there ſhall be no Con- 


nivance, no Forget fulneſs, no Fear or Favour to protect him, 


where he ſhall give an account to the utmoſt Farthing. Ob- 
ſerve how GOD deals with the Servant that received the Talent 
and did not improve it. Matth. 25. 30. Caft ye the unprofitable 


Servant into outer Darkneſs, there ſball be Meeping and Gnaſbing of 


. | . | 
And then thoſe Magiſtrates that are not careful and zealous 


in the Execution of the Truſt committed to them, in ſuppreſſing 
Wickedneſs and Impiety, are not only unprofitable, but falſe 
and treacherous Servants; and if outer Darkweſs, Weeping and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth, (the moſt diſmal Circumſtances and exquiſite 
Torments of Body and Mind) are the Puniſhment of unprofita- 
ble Officers; What {hall be due to thoſe that add Treachery to 
their Negligence? And not only loſe the improvement of their 
Talents, but diſſipate and conſume the main Stock. O remember 
this, ye that forget God: Ye that think it a ſmall matter to let 


Vice and Irreligion increaſe under your Power, when ye may 


prevent them, that don't execute Judgment and puniſh the 
wrong Doers. The Sword of Juſtice is your Talent, and if you 
let it lye uſeleſs in the Scabbard ; it by Connivance, Sloth, Soft- 
neſs of Temper, Fear or * vou don't uſe it to the * 

| | 2 O 
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ſes for which it was given you, he will treat you as his moſt mor- 


tal Enemies; and execute his Vengeance againſt you as ſuch, 


ſince you have neglected to execute Vengeance on thoſe, againſt 
whom he ſent you: Remember his dealing with Saul, whom he 
ſent, Sam. 15.18, with a Commiſſion «trerly to deſtro the Sin. 
ners the Amalekites, and fight againſt them till they be conſumed. 
And becauſe he ſpared the beſt 17755 Sheep and Oxen, and of the 
Lambs and of the Fatlings, and all that was good, and would not utterly 
deſtroy them: God treated him as a Reprobate. Verſe 26. For thou 
haſt rejected the Word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected 
thee from being Ring over Tſrael: Nay, he deprived him not only 
of the Kingdom, Aut of his holy Spirit. So 1 Sam. 16. 14. But 
the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil Spirit from: 
the LORD troubled him. This is a Leſſon for all Magiſtrates, and 
I pray God they may have Grace to attend it; they are ſent with 
the Sword in their Hands to puniſh- a»godly and wicked Men: 
Theſe are the Amalekites, the Sinners, the Enemies of GOD: and 
the Miniſters of Juſtice ought. to conſider well how they ſpare 
ſuch, for they may ſee in Saul what Reward tliey may expect 
for an unſeaſonable Lenity. i. TOE. 211 
XIII. But, Secondiy, This Work lies croſs to the Humours 
and Inclinations of Men in general, and eſpecially of good Men, 
who are moſt apt to be tender and backward in Puniſhing (as! 
ſhall ſhew by and by) becauſe Severity is a force on moſt, and more 


particularly on good natur'd Men; they can hardly perſuade. 


themſelves that there can be any great hurt in Connivance at an- 
other's Sin, or that they contract a Guilt, when they ſhew 
Mercy to a Criminal; very few condemn a King for pardoning 
even a Murderer, and you will hardly find any ſo hard hearted, 
but they had rather fave a thouſand polluted with Blood, than 
Murder one. If we look into the Courts of Judicature, we ſhall 
perhaps not find one in a _— Years, that had his Life taken a- 
way by a legal Sentence undeſervedly; and not one that can im- 
pute his Condemnation to the Malice of the Judges: But you 
will find an infinite number, that eſcape, who yet deſerve Pu- 
_ niſhment. Here then is the weak ſide of the Law and Magi- 
ttrates : "Tis therefore very requiſite to warn And ſtir up all that 
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have 
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aa gainſt an evil Work. 9 
have the Miniſtry of Juſtice in their, Hands to be careful, dili- 
gent and zealous in the Execution of it; and the rather becauſ- 
very often the lenity and falſe Mercy that is ſhewed to Malefa- 
Qors, is infinitely more miſchievous, than a direct act of Vio- 
lence and Injuſtice, the one deſtroys a Man's Life, jmpairs his 
Fortune or diminiſhes his Reputation; but unſeaſonable Con- 
nivance at Sin, firſt corrupts and then deſtroys whole Nations, 
and is as often puniſhed by GOD with Severity, as Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion. We have a plain Inſtance of this, in GOD's dealing 
with Eli, he indulged his Sons, and did not puniſh; them in pro- 
portion to their Crimes, and that Corruption increaſed, till it 
brought Deſtruction on the Nation, and ended in the taking of 
the Ark and the {laughter of the Prieſts : The Joung Men Hophni 
and Phinehas did very wickedly, but yet their Sins were not the 
immediate Cauſe of the Puniſnment, it is imputed to the Negli- 
gence of their Father, who was the chief Magiſtrate, and ſhould 
have corrected them. So we learn from 1 Sam. Chap. 3. 13. 1 

will judge his Hoaſe for ever, for the Iniquity which he knoweth, becauſe 
his Sons made themſelues Vile and he reſtrained them not. Here the 

Streſs is laid on their Father's: not reſtraining them, and good 
reaſon for it: If in the beginning they had been reſtrained by due 
and effectual Chaſtiſement, the Evil had gone no farther; but the 
Magiſtrates Lenity towards them encouraged Corruption and oc- 
caſioned an univerſal Impurity and Irreligion; inſomuch that the 
very Houſe of GOD was defiled with their Uncleanneſs, 1 Sam. 2. 
22. They lay with the Women aſſembled at the Door of the Tabernacle of 
the Congregation. And Verſe 17. Men abhorred the Offering of the 

LORD, a general neglect of the Service of GODenſued. Theſe 
are the fatal Effects of an eaſie, indulgent; or negligent Ruler. 

XIV. But here it may be asked, is there nothing left to the 
diſcretion of Magiſtrates, is there no place for lenity and mercy; ? 

I anſwer there is; but men are ſo apt to be Remiſs, where they 
ſhould not, that there is no great danger of their offending by ſe- 
verity, and therefore there is the leſs need to inſtance the caſes, 
where indulgence is allowed ; for our inclinations as well as reaſon 
will be ſufficient to diſcover to us, when we are to uſe this Vir- 
tue: Every own knows that the deſigns of nn 
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ly the reformation of the guilty, and deterring others from the 


like ſins: And in caſes where the Magiſtrate is ſatisfied that the 


Offender has truly repreſented, and the example can have no ill in- 


fluence onothers ; as where the crime is private, and known only 
to himſelf, or to a few, that are in nodanger of being infected by 
it; in thoſe caſes there may be room for connivance ; but where 
he has not reaſon to believe, that theſe ends of puniſhmeat are ſe- 
cured, he is not at liberty to forbear it : and he onght toremem. 
ber, that a ſmall Correction ſeaſonably inflicted on a young and 
tender Sinner, may effectually reform him; but if he eſcape the 
firſt time, he is hardned and encouraged to proceed in his Wicked- 


neſs; And after he has done a great deal of Miſchief; and ſedu- 
ced a number of Accomplicesto aſſiſt him indhis Crimes, the Ma- 


giſtrate is forced to cut him off, and ſo he is loſt to himſelf and 
to the publick, and leaves a Seed of Evil-doers to run the fame 
courſe of Deſtruction, that he did before them. | 

XV. And this brings me to the ſecond thing, That one great 


reaſon why Wickedneſs abounds, is the Magiſtrates ſuffering it to go un- 


puniſhed, This is the very aſſertion of my Text, and therefore! 
ſhall not go about to prove it. The word of God affures us, that 
becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedily, ther efore 
the heart of the ſous of men is fully ſet in them to do evil. When a 
thing is plai n in Scripture, I reckon that we ought not to be ſoli- 
citous for an y other arguments to ſi it; for among all that 


upport 
profeſs our holy Religion, the authority of the Bible ought to be 


tupreme : and to think it neceſſary to add any reaſons to confim 
what we are taught there, were to fail of the deferencewe ought 
to pay to it's veracity. Tho? therefore both reaſon and experience 


demonſtrate the truth of this, I ſhall leave it on the credit of my 


Text, and ſuppoſe you are ſatisfied of the truth of it, becauſe 
God has ſaid it. | TS, | 

XVI. Let me only obſerve firſt, that tho? the matter in fact be 
as my Text repreſent it, yet it proceeds from the weakneſs and 


ignorance of men, that impunity of crimes encourages us to com- 


mit them; for if we were govern d by reaſon, it would not be ſo, 
there is no manner of ſenſe or conſequence in this deduction. 
Such a man is an impious profligate Wretch, and yet has lived 

| TD many 
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many years in heaſth and ſafety, why may not I do the like and - 
eſcape ? Before we venture on ſucha practice, we ought to conſi - 
der, that there may be, and that there are good reaſons, that may 
prevail with God to delay a man's puniſhment, and yet he be ne- 
ver the ſa fer, nor we in leſs danger hy imitating him: tho' we 
don't ſee Wickedneſs immediately puniſhed, yet we are ſure it ſhall 
not finally eſcape; tho? vengeance is delay d, yet it is not extin- 
guiſh'd; and they little conſider the weight of God's anger, that 
think his ſentence is not ſpeedily enough executed. This I take 
to be the ſenſe of the two next verſes to my Text, Tho? a Sinner do 
evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet ſurely I know it 
ſhall be well with them that fear God, but it ſhall. not be well with 
the wicked, Becauſe this ſentence is not ſpeedily executed, becauſe 
for ſome little ſpace of time it ſeems to be well with a Sinner thar 
has tranſgreſſed an hundred times, therefore the heart of the ſons 
of men are fully ſet in them to do evil ; and therefore they encourage 
themſelves in miſchief. But alas, if we conſider things right, how 
ſhort is that reſpite that the moſt fortunate offender can expect? 
Suppoſe he ſhould eſcape the execution an hundred years, yet what 
is that to eternity? We think it not much, that a few days are 
granted between the paſſing of Sentence on a Malefactor and his 
Execution; nay we defire and expect it ſhould beſo; and ſhall we 
wonder that God allows ſome time between the Sinners Tranſ- 
prefling, his Tryal, Sentence and Execution? Let us remember 
ow dreadful the divine judgment is, and then we mult ſee, that 
there is great rea ſon why God ſhould not ſuddenly inflict it. 
XVII. Secondly, We quite miſtake the deſign of God in deferring 
the execution of his Sentence againſt Sinners : The intent of his 
doing fo is not to encourage others to commit the like crimes, but 
to bring the guilty to repentance at leaſt to render them inexcu- 
fable, if they perſevere in their fins. An evil work is often the effect 
of paſſion and inadvertency, and God who knows our weakneſs 
and frailty, is unwilling to ſurpriſe us, and therefore gives us time 
to recollect our ſelves and amend; for if he ſhould be extrime to mark 
what is done amiſs, who could abide it? The Spirits he has made would 
fail before him: but for us to conclude from God's patience and 
torbearance, that there is no puniſhment for wickedneſs, that he 
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has forgot and will never mind, is not only extremely wicked, but 
very fooliſh; it is to abuſe the mercy and goodneſs of God, and 
whoever ſets his heart fully on evil for this reaſon, not only deſerves 
a ſpeedy puniſhment, but may be aſſured that he will meet with 
one, that if it be not ſudden, will yet more than balance the ſlow- 
neſs by the ſeverity, | ib ages 

XVIII. But 34ly. Tho God does often thus extend his Grace 
and favour to Sinners, tho' he hold his hand and do not ſpeedily 


execute his Sentence againſt an evil work, yet this is no warrant to [ 
the Magiſtrate to do ſo. The reaſons are obvious, God is the ſu- i 
preme Lord of Life and Death, all Power and Authority is origi- 0 
nally in him and therefore he is abſolutely Lord of his on 4001 A 
ons; he may kill or make alive, he may execute his Sentence ſpeeadi- p 
Y, or extend mercy to the gullty': He knows how to prevent the | y 
effects of ill examples, and is able to do it; He knows when for- 41 
bearance may influence a Sinner to repentance, and can make even cc 
the greateſt Sins ſubſervient to the ends of his providence. He can he 
bring good out of evil, and we are ſure the wicked cannot finally T 
eſcape his hands, Death that exempts us from humane power, on 
conveys us immediately into the hands of God, therefore it is not po 
ſtrange that he ſometimes ſuffers Criminals to grow old in ſins, T. 
and go to the grave in peace, for they are ſtill within his reach, fai 
and he will execute his vengeance in the moſt proper ſeaſon for 
his own glory and the good of the world. But the Magiſtrate is w. 
only a ſubordinate Miniſter, whom God has truſted with the Ju 
Sword, and made his Subſtitute to diſtribute Juſtice, and there- wi 
fore he is to do it, not as his own inclination or judgment would Ble 
direct him, but as God has appointed him, he is no Maſter of God's a [ 
favour or mercy, but is accountable for his Actions, and therefore of 
muſt regard nothing but the Law, and be blind to every thing 3 
elſe. His Commiſſion is to execute that againſt every evil wort, ma 
and if he do it not ſpeedil)j, he betrays his truſt. If wickedneſs and 
abound through his remiſneſs, if the heart of men be thereby en- fon: 
couraged to proceed in evil, the guilt thereof lies at his door, and bing 
am} he muſt anſwer for it, he has only the preſent time to perform 1 
his duty in, and has no ſecurity, if he delay it now, that he {hall or þ 


find another opportunity to execute it. No Magiſtrate knows on 
N 
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long he fhall live, and moſt are certain Yhat they ſhill enjoy their 
wer but a determinate time; and if they ſlip the preſent op- 

portunity, and their negligence ſhould occaſion a general corrup- 
tion, when it is out of their power to prevent or amend it, it 
could not fail to create infthem many tormenting reflections, and a 

erpetual trouble of mind, when they conſider that it ariſes from 
them, and will be imputed to them. They know not who their 
ſucceſſors will be, r whether they will be able or willing to ſup- 
preſs Vice, and the may reaſonably expect thatHeir example will 
influence thoſe that come after them, who will have their Prede- 
ceſſors Precedents to allege in Juſtification of their Remiſneſs. 
And if they ſhould be able to conquer the Power of Example, and 
prove more zealous for GOD than thoſe that went before them, 
yet their attempts for Reformation would be much more di ſficul-, 
and they much more at a loſs how to go about it. Sinners will be- 
come hardned, Vices will multiply and grow ſtrong, and per- 
haps too powerful and univerſal for the Magiſtrate to root out. 
Theſe and many other Conſiderations, lay a mighty Obligation 
on all in Power to be diligent, and not to loſe the time and op- 
portunity that GOD has put into their Hands, to execute the 
Truſt he has repoſed in them; and thereby approve themſelves 
faithful Servants to the LQRD their Maſter. _ 5 

XIX. Iis true, as i frve before, that it argues Folly and 

want of Thought in thoſe that take occaſion, from the delay of 
Juſtice, to ſet themſelves to do Evil; but we muſt know that this 
will be the conſequence, and woe to him that layeth the ſtumbling 

Block in their way, this is an Offence and Snare; and tho? he be 
« Fool that is caught in it, yet that does not excuſe the wickedneſs 
of thofe that lay it. 7 1 | 5 

XX. I know very well this is a hard Doctrine and will grate on 

many: I have already owned it to be contrary to the Humours 
and Inclinations of moſt Men : And this makes my third Head ſea- 
ſonable, which is to lay before you the Obſzacles and Excuſes that 
binder the eſfectual and ſpeedy puniſhment of Crimes by the Magiſtrates : 
And to ſhew by what means they may in ſome meaſure beremoved 


or prevented, «< e 7 
"nk : Cc 5 The 
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The firft Obſtacle that deſerves our conſideration is the imper- 
fection of human Laws, which can't ſo much, as take notice of 
the greateſt of Crimes. It is certain that the Vices of the Mind are 
the moſt odious to GOD, and in truth outward Actions of them. 
{elves, conſidered as ſuch, can hardly be called Sins, for it is only 
as they proceed from an ill mind tliat they are criminal. So Matth. 
15. 11. Not that which goeth into the Mouth defileth a Man, but that 
which cometh out 4 the Mouth: Becauſe in thgg Sth: Verſe, rhoje 
things which proceed out of the Mouth, come forth from the Heart, and 
they defile the Man. Thus Murther is one of the greateſt of Sins, 
yer Where it does not proceed from the Heart or Mind, to K/l'is 
no ſin at all, but a great Misfortune ; but humane Laws can reach 
no farther than the outward Actions; and leave us to gueſs what 
paſſeth in the Minds of thoſe, that commit them: Now it may 
happen, that a Man may fall into a moſt wicked AQ, and yet 


have leſs of malice or wickedneſs in his Heart, then he that never 


* committed any thing like it. Hence Magiſtrates are at a loſs, how 
to diſcover the true Merits of Malefactors; and this becomes an 
inſuperable Defect in all humane Laws, and prevents the effectual 
and ſpeed) Execution of ſuch a Sentence, as Crimes do in them- 
ſelves deſerve. However we are to judge the Intention by the 
Action, and punifh every work in prgſfprtion to the diſhonour it 


brings to God, and the. miſchief ir doth to the Commonwealth. 


For to delay Sentence againſt a wicked Work, on a Suppoſition 
that the Intention was not ſo malicious, as the outward Act im- 
ports, is to aſſume a Judgment that does not belong to us, and of 
which humane Judicature can have but a very imperfect Cogni- 
zance. ; | | 0 
Secozaly, Humane Laws were chiefly made with a proſpe& to 
our immediate advantage and ſecurity in this Life, and if we can 
by them ſecure our Lives, Liberty,. and Property, we are apt to 
ſit down ſatisfied and deſire no more from them. The promotion 
of God's honour, the advancement of Vertue and Religion do not 
ſeem 10 immediately to refer to the publick welfare, as the Laws 
that concern our temporal intereſts, tho? really in themſelves they 
are as neceſſary to it. And therefore it is a hard matter either to 
prevail with the Law-givers to enact proper Laws relating to them, 
8 
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or with the Magiſtrates to be zealous in the execution of ſuch 


Laws when made. 


his then is a ſecond Defect in all humane Laws, that as they 
are made, ſo they muſt be executed by men. And conſidering 
the Paſſions, Weakneſs, and Partiality, that are almoſt inſepara- 


ble from humane nature; *tis difficult fo the Law-givers to find 


out proper Methods ups theſe ſorts of Sins, or to ſecure a 


jult and perfect execution of the Laws they have enacted againſt. 


them. One can hardly contrive to make it ſo much the intereſt of 


the Magiſtrate to put them in execution, as is requiſite to oblige 
him to ſufficient Diligence. Suppoſe thoſe Laws enforced by Re- 


wards or Puniſhments, in order to conſtrain ſuch as have the exe- 
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cutive Power to uſe it to the utmoſt extent. Yet by whom ſhall |} 


they be diſtributed, or who ſhall oblige the Magiſtrate to do his 


and therefore the Magiſtrate is in moſt caſes left to his private 


duty, as the Law requires it ? This ſeems an vey his Task, 


Conſcience, and if thab will not force him to be Zealous, he may 
for all that humane Laws can do, be l yg Hence it is 


that we commonly ſay, That Magiſtracy ews what a Man 
is, and diſcovers in earneſt, as well the ſence that he has of his Du- 
ty to GOD, as his ability to perform it. | 
XXI. Irreligion, Prophaneneſs and and Blaſphemy hurt the 
Publick, .as much as Stealing or Robbery ; but inaſmuch as they 
don't concern any Man's private Intereſt, none in particular are 
engaged to proſecute the Guilty; and what is every Mans buſineſs, 
according to the common ſaying, proves no bodies, If a Man 
take away my good Name by ce me, if he invade my 


Property, or afſault my Perſon, I find my ſelf obliged in my own . 
Defence to call him to account for it: But tho? he Blaſpheme, 
Swear, be Drunk or Lewd, yet I ſuffer nothing in particular by 


it: And it muſt be only my concern for the Publick, that can 
put me on proſecuting ſuch an Offender. But all the World is ſen- 


ible, what a great difference there is between the force of Zeal 


for the publick, and for a Man's private advantage; and that the 
latter with the generality of Mea is a Principle much more power- 
tul. Only thoſe that are truly good, have Zeal enough to be at 


trouble and charges to ſerve Religion and the Publick, whereas all 


ETV mankind 


ty, Fame and Property. 


* 


defective) to ſegure the publick concerns of Religion and Holineſs: 
And the firſt are executed with Zeal and Eagerneſs, whereas the 
latter are ſoon neglected, and at laſt grow obſolete. This is an 
Inconveniency that humane Laws can hardly prevent, ſince they 
can't make thoſe that are to execute them to be truly conſcien- 
cious, or oblige them by any ſufficient Penalty oi Reward to be as 
zealous for the publick Good, as Men are naturally for their Pri- 
vate. And ſince they can neither make thoſe Good, whom they 
veſt with Power, nor ſecure that Power in the Hands of thoſe that 
GOD has made Good, It ſufficiently appears that ſuch Laws as 
are made in favour of Religion and the publick Good, are like to 
be but imperfectly Executed: And that this Imperfection muſt in 
many Inſtances hi 
| ſpeedily paſt or executed, 


beſides a diligent Care in the choice of Magiſtrates. If we put 
the execution of our Laws into the Hands of ſuch, as have a true 
ſenſe of their Duty and Religion, and are furniſhed with a ſufficient 
ſtock of Wiſdom and Prudence, we may expect that they will be 
conſtantly and impartially executed by ſuch Officers: But if the 
Miniſters of Juſtice are wanting intheſe, no humame Foreſight or 
Caution can bind them fo, but that they will find ways, in whole 
or 1n part, to evade all Laws, that can be made to oblige them. 
XXIII, But Thirdly, Suppoſe the Law Clear, and the Magi- 
ſtrate Zealous, yet is it with a great deal of Difficulty that he muſt 
put it in Execution. Every one is ſenſible, what great Coſt and 
Trouble attend the bringing Malefactors to puniſhment before 
humame Tribunals, and that it is impoſſible to avoid them. A 
Man is proſecuted for Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Adultery, or any 
other publick Crimes, this is not to be done without feeing Lam. 
yrs, paying Attorneys, Clerks, Proctors, Advocates, all which is a 
. vaſt Charge. And after all, the Criminal has liberty to flee from 
Court to Court, and fo perhaps the Proſecution may amount 
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art ready to juſtifie themſelves and to defend their Lives, Liber. 


XXII. Hence it comes to paſs, that we have multiplicity of ä 
laws to ſecure our private Intereſts, but very few, (and t hoſe very 


nder Sentence againſt an evil Work, from being 
Nor do I ſee any remedy againſt this defect to be hoped for, 


de 
to Hundreds; and who to _ a Criminal to due Puniſhment 
will, or indeed can, be at fuch 

liar Grievance and Defect in our Laws; and in truth, generally 
ſpeaking, makes them all ineffectual, where the private Advar- 


xpences ? this ſeems to be a pecu- 


tage of ſome particular Perſons are not immediately concerned : 


Nor do I ſee any Remedy for it, except conſciencious Perſons in 
the ſeveral Profeſſions and Offices, thro' which theſe Tryals muſt 
paſs, will put to their helping Hands, and make an Offering of 
their Services to GOD, in proſecuting gratis thoſe that are decla- 


red Enemies to Him and the Publick. Their Labours and Time 


thus laid out for the glory of GOD, and the general Benefit of 


Mankind, muſt be looked on as a moſt acceptable Sacrifice, and 


equivalent to as much expended in Charity, as the value of th 
| like Time and Pains amounts to, when ſpent in other Caſes; a 


may be a means to ſecure them à Hleſſing on all their Endeayours . 


fr their private Advantage: © (an een oagt tr... 
XXIV. The 24 Obſtacle that hinders the effeQualand' ſpeedy 


execution of my. is the odium that thoſe incur who are active 


in procuring it. 6 ic 
the World, that makes the Inſtruments of Puniſhment infamous; 
an Informer is a hated name, and he that is forward to 7 4 e- 
ven as an Evidence againſt the Guilty, runs the hazard of bein 
cenſured as a Buſy-Body, inſomuch that a Perſon zealous for t 
Glory'of GOD, and the Intereſt of Holineſs, if heendeavour to pu- 
niſh a Malefactor, muſt not only ſpend his Time and Mony, but 
likewiſe gxpe& to be reproached for it by his Neighbours, and 


after all, if the niceſt and exacteſt Punctilioꝰs of Courts be not ob- i 


ſerved, which is very hard to do, tis ten to one but he is baffled, 
and is liable to the Revenge of thoſe he proſecuted: this is an Ob- 
vious and a great Evil. and it concerns us all to remove it; thoſe 
in Authority and great Stations in the World ought more eſpeci- 
ally to give their Aſſiſtance, and ſupport the Judges in their 
Courts, the Magiſtrates in their Proceedings, and all Perſons 
concernꝰd in the Proſecution. sn. 5 
XXV. When Hrants govern'd the World, Flatterers and Sy- 
cophants crept into their Courts, and by private Whiſpers and 


falſe Accuſations ruined the Reputations of the Innecent, and ex- 


poſed 


here is a wicked Opinion almoſt univerſal in 
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18 The Miſchief of delaying Sentence 
p3ſed their Lives to the arbitrary Fury of thoſe cruel Princes. 
Twas then that Delators and * became odious, and tlie 
prejudice againſt them has deſcended to our Ages, but ſurely 
Without cauſe; for the Proſecutors of publick Crimes have nothing 
like that which made the ancient Informers odious ; they dont 
inſinuate Falſhoods againſt good Men, which without farther 
tryal coſt them their Lives; on the contrary they are publick 
Witneſſes of the Truth, and have no Intereſt or Advantage oftheir 
own to expect by the Diſcovery : Their endeavours to ſuppreſs 
Wickedneſs tend to the reformation of all, but to the ruine of 
none. 3 1 ad 4” 
XXVI. We muſt obſerve that our Laws both Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil preſcribe a method for the detecting of Crimes by appointing 
Iaformers on Oath to preſent Malefactors: this is the intent of 
Grad Jurys and Church. Wardens; the very uſe of ſuch, and the 
Charge given them, import an Obligation to enquire into all 
Crimes, and accuſe the Guilty; but then this doth not conclude 
any: All that is meant by the Preſentments of either, is no more 
but that there are ſuch Probabilities that the Accuſed is guilty, 
that thoſe ſworn Inꝗquiſitors think it reaſonable that he ſhould 
brought to a publick Tryal; and if thoſe Grand Jurys or Judges 
when they are informed that Perſons are ſuſpected, and that there 
are ſeveral that can prove the Fats againſt them, had Power 
to call thoſe Witneſſes before them, and examine them concern- 
ing their Knowledge, many Crimes might then be detected that 
ran, . ein bs 2 | 
Obſerve then how generally ſpeaking the Caſe ſtands,” no Man 
can beſo muchas called in queſtion, before a Grand Jury or Church- 
Wardens have preſented him; and it can't be expected that thoſe 
ſhould preſent any when by their own ogy Knowledge, or the 
Oath of ſome Witneſs they have not ſome Aſſurance + that 7 
accuſe 
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+ Tis true by the Canons Miniſters may preſent where they come to cognizance of Crimes 
and by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, the Judge may proceed Ex Officio mero without pre- 
ſentment either from Miniſters or Church-Wardens ; but that practice has been much 
diſcouraged of late, to the great ſecurity of the Guilty; and tho" the whole Town talk 
Aud complain & a Perſon's notorious Wickgdneſs, yet he is in little danger of being pro- 
JSuted, while the Church-Wardens either well not or do not preſent him. 


YL +) "againſt an evil Work. * 
accuſed is Criminal 3 for till a Bill be found, they have no Power 
to call any to give Evidenge, and they cannot find it, if none offer 


| himſelf as a Witneſs and the Conſequence is, that the generali- 


ty of Crimes muſt eſcape unpuniſhed; for how ſhould they come 
to be tryed, if the Jury or Church-Wardens don't-preſent them? 
and how can they preſent them without Evidence? and how can 
they have Evidence, if none that know the Facts do voluntary of- 
fer themſelves? Lou ſee then how the whole Execution of the 
Law (as matters now ſtand) depends on. the voluntary coming 
in of Witneſſes to proſecute Maletaftgrs. = 
XXVII. And tho? the caſe be much the ſame in Marthers, Thefts, 
Aſſaults and Treſpaſſes, yet the Miſchief here is not ſo great, becauſe 
in theſe Caſes (as I obſerved before) there are ſome particular 
Perſons injured, and the World does not condemn them for com- 
plaining in ſuch Caſes, and endeavouring to bring their Adver- 
faries to Juſtice. But in Crimes againſt God, Religion, or the 
Publick, ſuch as Drunkenneſs, Blaſphemy, Swearing, Lewaneſs, Pro- 
anation of the time conſecrated to the Service of God, and other 
' Crimes of the like nature; becauſe Men are not hurt by them in 
their private Intereſt, they do not think themſelves obliged to in- 
form againſt them, nor are they cenſured for negleQing it, and 
ſo the Hearts of Men ure fully ſet in them to do theſe Evils, becauſe 
they are almoſt aſſured to eſcape the puniſhment for them; ſo that 
only a few out of zeal to God, Religion or the Publick good do con- 
cern themſelves to bring ſuch MalefaQtors to, Juſtice; And fince 
there can hardly be conceived any other motive to proſecute them; 
therefore in all reaſon, ſuch as engage to do it, ought to be en- 
couraged, applauded and ſupported. Lewd » Women, Panders, 
Cheats, Adalterers, Swearers and Blaſphemers are the only Perſons 
that have reaſon to be angry with them. Now theſe are the Peſts 
ofa Common-Wealth, and aſſuredly all good Men ought to be 
thankful to ſuch as apply themſelves to remove theſe. Nuiſances: 
and when we find that any do rail at them, and make it their bu- 
ſineſs to decry them, we have reaſon to ſuſpect, that it is cor 
{ciouſneſs of Guilt that puts them on doing fo, that they are afraid 
of being diſcover'd, and therefore are delirous to extinguiſh the 
Light leaſt it ſhould detect then. 
| XXVIII. 


2d The Miſchief. of delaying Sentence _ 
XXVII. I ſuppoſe you are appriſed, that certain Perſons have 
of late aſſociated themſelves to carry pn this good Work, and 
have made ſome progreſs towards a Reformation: And if all 
good Men would appear in the hehalf of theſe, I mean to en- 
courage and countenance thoſe that are engaged in it, I perſwade 
my ſelf, much might be done to prevent that Inundation of Vice 
and Sin, which are like to drown us. 2 

I know it is objected, that ſeveral innocent Perſons have by 
this means been called. into Queftion, and ſuffered in their Reputa- 
tion, and that the raff Zeal or Malice of the Proſecutors, have 
occaſioned ſeveral Irregularities ; I very much doubt the matter 


of Fat; But allow it to be ſo, where one has ſuffered without 


Caule thus, ten have been expoſed to Proſecution by private Ma- 


| lice, and on account of pretended Injuries to particular Perſons, 


 whoin their own Caufes by our Laws are allowed to be Informers 
and Witneſſes: Shall we therefore {top all private Perſons from 


endeavouring to do themſelves Right, by bringing their cauſes of 


Complaint before the Judges? no certainly, this 1s unreaſonable, 
and if it be fo, why ſhould it be thought neceſſary to diſcourage 
thoſe, that out of Zeal to GOD or to the Publick, have profecuted 
ill men, or on that account to brand them with Infamy, becauſe 
me have by miſtake brought one or two to trouble! 

XXVIII. Neither Judges nor Juries pretend to be Infallible: 
_ day ſome do ſuffer wrongfully by them, and others do 
eſcape their hands, tho? they delerve Puniſhment, and yet we 


ſhould be in a miſerable Caſe if we wanted them. In truth, there 


would be no living in the World, no ſecurity without them. 
OY are obliged to all Men, that out of love to Virtye and 
Holineſs proſecute ſuch, as they think Enemies to both. Can it be 
imagined, that Perſons of ſo publick a Spirit ſhould deſign Injury 
to any? Tis manifeſt they have no private Intereſts to byaſs them, 
they gain nothing by the Proſecution; and it is ten times more 
likely that a Man concerned in point of Profit or Revenge to pro- 
-ſecute his Neighbour : that alleges he is wronged and ſeeks Repa- 
ration by his Complaint, ſhould do Injuſtice and accuſe falſely, 


than ſuch. -: | 
wb; XXIX. We 
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XXX. We muſt either encourage ſome to undertake this un- 
_ grateful Task, or Wickedneis will abound, and ſuch a Deluge 
of Vice will overflow us, as will bring down the Judgments of 
GOD upon us, nay overthrow Society, and fill the World with 
Confuſion ; the principles of Honeſty and Piety will be loſt, and 
o_ that happens in any Nation, to be ſure, its Deſtruction 
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And thus I have ſhewed you, how great a hindrance this Pre- 
jadice againſt the Proſecutors of Wickedpeſs is, to the paſſing or exe- 
cuting a Sentence againſt an evil Mort; and I hope J have ſatisfied 
you how unreaſonable it is. n as 
* -XXXL, I now proceed to a third Obſtacle, and that is the violence, 
multitude, and combination of the Guilty to ſecure themſelves 
from Puniſhment. The Wicked are a great Party and Faction, 
and they are linked together by their Crimes. Obſerve the Di- 
ſcription David gives of them, Pſalm 64. 2. They whet their 
Tongue like a Sword, and bend their Bom to ſhoot their Arrows, eben 
bitter Words, Verſe 5. They encourage themſelves in an evil Matter, 
they commune of laying Snares privily, they 5 who ſhall er them. No 
ſooner one of them is attacked, but all are in a Mutiny, and me- 
ditate Revenge not only againſt tlie Proſecutor, but againſt tlie 
Jud * — 8 | PHB. F 
WN The publick places of meeting, (lately ſet up amongſt 
us) make communication of every thing.eaſy, and Printing carries 
it to the (greateſt diſtance : Now theſe Offenders have little elſe 


to do, but to run from one publick Place to another, and there 


tell lies and vent Slanders againſt all, that dare attempt to call 
them to account for their Wiekedneſs: Tis one part of their Art 
and Induſtry to repreſent their own Caſe falſly, and their Judges 
maliciouſly ; and very often they don't ſtop there, but publiſh 


their Miſ-repreſentations in Print, and ſpread them through the 


Kingdom; all their Party (which is great, are glad of the Oppor- 

tunity to Revenge themſelves ; they induftrioutly hand obout the 

Falshood and vouch them for Truths: This is anew way of doing 

themſelves Juſtice, /as they Phraſe it,) and by it they think do deter 

both. thoſe that dare promote a Proſecution againſt them, and 

thoſe that paſs Sentence on them. 4 (OETY (2/761 a. 
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Iwill only put you in mind, that this is a method which no ho- 
neſt Man can ever allow himſelf to take, for it will ſerve all 


Cauſes good or Bad equally ; becauſe it is to appeal to the World, 
who in theſe Caſes neither can examine the merits of the Cauſe, be 


apprized of it, nor judge or reverſe the Sentence : And therefore 


ſuch a Proceedingcan be deſigned for no other purpoſe, but to be 
revenged on ſuch, as have been the Inſtruments of puniſhing their 


Crimes, and I know no better Remedy againſt their Malice, than 


to receive it as a Principle, that whoever takes this courſe is a 


hardned Sinner, unworthy of Credit or Regard : And it concerns 
all Men, even in point ot Intereſt, eſpecially ſuch as wiſh well to 


Virtue or Juſtice, to enter into a Society to oppoſe and ſüppreſs 
ſuch Workers of Iniquity. Shall it be lawful for ſuch to aſſociate 
themſelves to propagate and defend Vice? And ſhall it be unlaw- 
ful for the Good, to oppoſe themſelves in a Body, to the Combi- 


nations of the ae 4 
XXXIII. The 4th Obſtacle to the execution of ſerfexce again#i 


an evil work, is the tender and compaſſionate nature of good men, 


which together with their modeſty and humility are great hin- 
drances to this good work; none, that are not zealous for goodne(; 
and piety, will think themſelves obliged to undertake, and go 
through with it in all caſes ; and it is a work very contrary to their 


temper, as already is hinted : for thoſe that are truly good are 


generally quiet and modeſt, they are conſcious of their own imper- 
fections and failings, and find it ſo difficult to Reform Themſelves, 
that they have little time to look abroad; they conſider likewiſe 
that they are in the fleſh, and may alſo he tempted, and are in 
continual fear leſtithey ſhould fall; and if they ſhauld (as who is 
ſecure) what a ſhame and vexation ſhould it be to them to be 


catel'd in the ſame crimes, for which they proſecuted their 


neighbours ? | 
But I anſwer, that this ought to make them look more ſtrictly 


to their own ſteps, but is no reaſon to abate their Zeal for the 
Converſion of others. They ought to remember, that any one 


Vice or Sin is — to condema them, and to let falſe Modeſty, 
ion make them to connive at the profanation of 


GOD's Name, or any other publick Wickedneſs, is a great * 
| | 8 ; an 
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and it is as truly criminal to yield to theſe Paſſions againſt Reaſon, 
i; tothoſe ol. or Anger. Let us remember that Sins of O- 
miſſion are the greateſt grounds of our Condemnation ; fo Matth. 
25. 41. Depart from me ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire; — for I 
was an Hungred and ye gave me no Meat, I was Thirſty and ye gave 
me no Drink, I was a Stranger and ye took me not in, Naked and ne 
cloathed me not, Sick and in * and pe viſited me not. Here all the 
Reaſons of ſending Men to Hell are the Sins of Omiſſion; Let no 
Man therefore imagine that he ſhall eſcape, becauſe he dotli not 
ill himſelf, his Neglects and Omiſſions will be imputed to him as 
well as his active Tranſgreſſions. He that doth not hinder Car- 
ſings, Blaſphemies, and otlier evil Works when he may, is anſwer- 
ubleto GOD as well as he that commits them, nor is the fear of 
our own falling into them any juſt Excuſe. for our letting them 
eſcape Puniſhment in others, for this were to make one Sin a 
reaſon for many; and we ought to conſider that our being a&- 
ive in puniſhing others, may be a means to preſerve our ſelves: 
For in truth our Shame would be thegreater, if we ſhould tranſ- 
ſs, and the fear of Shame is a great preſervative againſt Evil, 

ut however it happens, we ought to ny our ſelves, and ſub- 
mit to the ſhame that accompanies Sin, if we ſhould be guilty of 
it, and by no means to (in at preſent by omitting our Duty for 
fear we ſhonfd fall into future Evil . 
XXXIV. The laſt Obſtacle that I ſhall obſerve ariſes from the 
ill choice of the inferior Miniſters of Juſtice; ſuch are Conſtables, 
Charch-Wardens and Inquiſitors, theſe are Employments that are 
either not ſo honourable, or not ſo eaſy as to invite Men of figure 


to undertake them: And there is a Generation of Men that live by 1 


the common Vices of their Neighbours, and have an Intereſt to 
wink at (if not to encourage) them: And it is obſervable, that 
theſe are moſt 5 the places that oblige the Per- 
ſons employed in them to preſent and bring to Juſtice Malefa- 
ctors; They find their Profit in theſe Employments, and therefore 
do ſometimes ſeek them. And wherever any with this Byaſs gets 
into theſe Offices, to be ſure, his Buſineſs will be to cover, not 
puniſh the .Sins he lives by ; and therefore great Care ought to 
de taken in the choice of ſuch, for very much depends on them: 
- I 
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If they be not zealous for GOD's Glory, if they he not Men' fear. 
ing GOD, and hating Covetouſneſs, no good progreſs toward; 
a Reformation can be expected, for the execution of Juſtice be- 
pins with them, and if the firſt ſtep be wrong, the whole courſe 
15 ſtopt, and no ſentence againſt evil Works can be duly executed. 
It were therefore to be wiſhed, that more than ordinary Cireum. 
ſpection were employed in the choice, and that Perſons of figure | 
and uprightneſs would for the honour of God; and the Publick 
good, be prevailed upon to#ccept of tlioſe Stations, and not think | 
themſelves too good to officiate in Places, that. are of ſo great 
Moment. 97 231-8 * r 

XXXVI. I have now gone through what I propoſed, I. have 
ſhewed you that it is the duty of Magiſtrates of all ſtations to pun- 
iſh Sin. I have laid before you in ſome meaſure the. Miſchiets, 
that ariſe from Impunity, together with the Obſtacles that lie 
in the way, and hinder the effectual and ſpeedy execution of Juſtice; 
and I have given you ſome hints of my 'I houghts, how they may 

. be removed, which I hope you will improve, and ſupply where 
they are defective. I ſhould have added ſome exhortations to ſtir 
you up to diligence, but Pm afraid I have already. wearied your 
patience, and tlierefore I ſhall leave the whole withyau, and ſhall 
add no more, but my hearty prayers, that God would be pleaſed 
to inſpire you with courage and zeal, to ſtrengthen your hands, and 
to warm your hearts, and that you may in all things ſo manage 
your ſelves, that you may effectually promote the Glory of God 


= 
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here, and ſecure your own Salvation hereafter. 
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